October 4, 2013

U.S. Department of the Interior, State Director

State Director James G. Kenna

Bureau of Land Management, Central California District
2800 Cottage Way

Sacramento, CA 95825

jkenna@blm.gov

Re: BLM EIS Scoping for Oil and Gas Leasing on California Public Lands,
Statewide Independent Scientific Review and Amendments to Hollister Resource
Management Plan (78 Fed. Reg. 47408 (August 5, 2013)).

Dear Director Kenna:

On behalf of the members of the more than 100 undersigned organizations, we
respectfully request BLM to continue to prohibit new oil and gas lease sales on
California's public lands while you study fracking's threats to our Golden State. Critical
decisions about opening more of California public lands to oil and gas development and
fracking cannot be informed decisions until your studies are complete.

We also request that you thoroughly evaluate the full array of environmental and public
health impacts of hydraulic fracturing and other unconventional oil and gas extraction
methods as part of your scoping for (1) the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on Oil
and Gas Leasing on California Public Land, (2) the independent scientific study of
fracking statewide, and (3) potential amendments to the Hollister Resource Management
Plan (RMP).

Determining the proper scope of these studies is a critical step in assessing the true
impact of oil and gas activity on public lands. The scope of BLM’s evaluation should
include all types of unconventional oil and gas recovery, including but not limited to
hydraulic fracturing, acidization, and gravel packing. The studies should also include all
stages and all aspects of oil and gas recovery, from construction, drilling, and truck traffic
to production, waste disposal, and the end use of extracted fossil fuels.

These dangerous extraction techniques threaten our health, safety, and environment in
numerous ways, each deserving of a thorough assessment. The impacts include surface
and groundwater contamination, water resource depletion, air contamination, induced
seismic activity, light and noise pollution, increased truck traffic, and the contribution to
catastrophic climate change. Each of these can lead to a detrimental effect on human
health and safety as well as harm to plants and animals and their habitats. BLM should
also study the disproportionate impact of oil and gas leases on communities already
overburdened with these extractive industries and other forms of pollution.



Due to the wide-ranging dangers of unconventional oil and gas extraction, we strongly
urge BLM to extend its current moratorium on oil and gas leases and to thoroughly
evaluate the full array of impacts and threats.

Respectfully submitted,
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