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Universal Electrification
WHAT CAN EACH ONE OF US DO TO 

HELP ARREST CLIMATE CHANGE?
RAPIDLY END THE USE OF 

OIL AND GAS!
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We Are the End Users

Our climate is warming because of human 
activity.  The burning of fossil fuels to energize 
our lives is a key contributor to this urgently 
serious problem. 
We can help reduce warming by ending our 
own use of these fuel sources.  In California, 
natural gas for heating homes and hot water 
and fueling cars, is the most commonly used 
fossil fuel.
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The Problem With Natural Gas
Natural gas produces only half as much CO2 per unit of energy as coal.  But 
natural gas is mostly methane and methane leaks are 85 times more 
effective at trapping heat than CO2 (global warming potential or GWP).

Methane concentration has been steadily increasing in the 
atmosphere

•From agricultural practices
•Decay of organic waste
•Loss from melting of permafrost
•Leaking from oil and gas wells 

and pipelines.

We need to reduce methane emissions as soon as we can.
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Methane Leakage from Fossil Fuel is 
Production is a Nation-wide Problem  

The best solution is to stop using fossil fuels and 
transition to clean energy.
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Gas Leaks in Production and Transmission 
and Adds Cost to Construction
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Electrify everything we use with clean, 100% 
renewable electric energy.

California’s electricity portfolio is currently between one third and one 
half renewable.  Some carriers give you the ability to opt-up to 100% 
renewable, usually solar.

By switching to 100% renewable, you can immediately make a 
difference in your GHG production.  

Making the transition to all renewable electric driving and homes allows   
us all to join the fight to reduce the warming of our planet. 

As Individual Fossil Fuel Users, 
What Can We Do?
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What We Can Do, Action 1:

If you drive –
switch to electric, 
charged at home, 
then move forward 
to further electrify 
your home.
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Electrify your house (and all buildings) with clean, 
100% renewable energy.  

Use heat pumps 
By extracting heat from the outside air, heat pumps only need 
about 1/3 as much electricity as resistance electric appliances. 

Electric heat pump heating and air conditioning

Electric heat pump hot water heaters

Electric heat pump clothes dryers.

Electric or induction cooking

Electric fireplaces

What We Can Do, Action 2:
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Partner with your city 

Partnering

Berkeley phases out 
gas infrastructure in 
new buildings as of 
January 2020.
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Join With Other Organizations



LWVC Climate Change Task Force

Education
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Benefits of Electrification

Electrification is the future.  By electrifying our homes 
and cars, we invest in our future, not our past.

Electrifying your home will clean its’ air.  Indoor air can 
be very dirty, with NOX emissions produced almost 
equivalent to the smog from all of the light duty 
vehicles in California.  Invest in your health!

Electrification can save you money after your 
transition.


